Workshop 3 
Reflexive Europeanisation
The Makings of Europe in Local Field Sites
CCP1
The workshop thus focuses on the question in which ways our work in local/national/multiscalar heritage configurations can shed light on diverse imaginations and makings of Europe, and how they are related to contested issues of identity, difference and conflict. 

The synagogue complex (synagogue, courtyard, house with terrace) where CCP1 works is situated directly on the border of the old town. The neighboring building, also once Jewish community property and possibly the location of the first synagogue, is built literally onto the medieval town wall. As such, the historic Jewish community always occupied a borderlands space within the urban setting. In a region characterized by multilingualism and multiethnic communities, one could argue that regional Jewish communities transcended nationalist disputes – functioning in German, Hungarian and Romanian, living in villages of various majority ethnic groups across the region and, in an urban environment, residing on almost every street in Medias, with no one street or neighborhood being particularly “Jewish”.  During our work at the Casa de lângă Sinagogă (the House by the Synagogue, which houses the archives, library, office, and atelier space) we attempt to maintain this ambiguity of identity, borders, spaces: we try to consciously and consistently use the three languages of the town and region (German, Hungarian, Romanian); we eschew the use of “Romania” in favor of “Transylvania” as a geographic point - a space without claims to nationhood. We have also begun looking at the idea of liminality, defined by an in-between-ness, a transitory, indeterminate and indeterminable nature, to delineate both our space and work, and as a lens through which to view historical incidents upon which we have focused.
Photos: 
1. (Former) Jewish community building, built onto medieval city wall. Casa de lângă Sinagogă is the pink house to the right, the synagogue itself is the yellow building at the far right edge. 
2. Razvan Anton’s rendering of region around Medias, using Emperor Josef I’s largescale surveying maps (late 18th century). Jews lived in countless of these villages and there were several wooden synagogues (no longer standing).
3. Beginning work with Emperor Josef I’s detailed survey maps.
4. Map installation of Jewish family homes (1940) in the exhibition “Liminal Portraits: Stories from the Margins”.
5. Postcard of Mediaș main square, with Hungarian, German and Romanian inscriptions – store of Nathan Rothschild visible on the right, circa early 20th century.
6. German-language prayer book from Mediaș Jewish library, with prayer for the Emperor.
7. German-Hungarian-Hebrew dictionary from Mediaș Jewish library.
8. Children’s poem about a cat in Yiddish children’s book, Mediaș Jewish library (late 1940s?).
9. Romanian-language Jewish newspaper (1957).
10. First panel of exhibition “Liminal Portraits: Stories from the Margins”, with texts in Romanian, German, Hungarian and English.
11. “Substory” panel of exhibition “Liminal Portraits: Stories from the Margins”, with texts and recordings in Romanian, German, Hungarian and English.
12. Razvan Anton’s rendering of inscription found in a book from the Mediaș Jewish library (Șeica Mare is a nearby village)

Video : Creating/recreating Jewish Mediaș

