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Krenn & O’Beirn, Aunt Belle 1976, 2018

Photographic print of artefact 

Materials: Crisp box, fish tank gravel, grave gravel, lollipop sticks, toothpaste cap, varnish, and wire.

Dimensions: 42 cm x 59.4 cm

Testimony courtesy of a Republican contributor; artefact courtesy of The Roddy McCorley Society Museum.

It can be lowered down or drawn up. The little bucket is made from the cap of a toothpaste tube. Maybe you recognise it. It was made in Long Kesh in 1976, by a prisoner who was since killed in a shooting in Belfast. 
The well is made from lollipop sticks. The base is made from a panel of a crisp box. It’s obviously been hammered, and the gravel around the edge is the coloured gravel used to decorate the base of a fish tank. The bigger stones obviously have come from somebody’s grave. These materials have got a type of family connection as they have been sent in or smuggled into the jail.* It’s a wishing well sent out from the jail to his aunt Belle.

* Depending on the period of the prison’s history or whether the prisoner was so-called “conforming” or “non-conforming,” some materials such as mahogany or leather were allowed into the prison when people came on visits. Other materials were provided within the prison via the tuck shop, while some were recycled from day-to-day objects.
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Krenn & O’Beirn, Family Nov 1994, 2018

Photographic print of artefact 

Materials: Ballerina doll, blue velvet, brass fittings, chess pawns, clothes pegs, mirror, music box mechanism, paint, and varnish.

Dimensions: 42 cm x 59.4 cm

Testimony and artefact courtesy of loyalist ex-prisoner.

I was in the Maze in 1989. I was in the Crumlin Road Jail* in 1991. I was released in 1996, so it would have been made between 1992 and 1996. It’s made of clothes pegs. The legs are from the bottoms of the pawns in a chess set. It took a long time and effort – many nights spent – but it was enjoyable making it.
When the door closed, you were locked up. That’s the bottom line. You had to do something and I was always doing something with my hands. At that stage, there was no TV so it was either read books or get involved in handicrafts.

* Crumlin Road Gaol is a former prison in central Belfast where people were held on remand before being sentenced to Long Kesh/Maze or other prisons. It was linked by an underground tunnel to the former courthouse which was directly across the road. The site of the jail has now been developed as a visitor attraction. The former courthouse lies derelict awaiting redevelopment.

3

Krenn & O’Beirn, Message, 1981?, 2018

Photographic print of artefact 

Materials: Chalk, found display drawer lined with plum-coloured velvet, fishing line, panel pins. 

Dimensions: 42 cm x 59.4 cm

Testimony courtesy of a Loyalist ex-prisoner; object made by Krenn and O’ Beirn in response to testimony.

Many years ago there was a particularly strange scenario.* I remember kites being flown from the prison. It must have been connected to the hunger strikes, but I’m not sure, it might have been before that. The kites were flown so high that they looked just like very small coffins. They cut them and there was about 200 metres of fishing line on each to launch it into the sky. I remember it well because we followed one of the kites for about two miles from where we lived. We found the kite and it had messages written on it in Irish. I brought it home. My Mum and Dad both worked and when they walked in that night there was a white coffin just sitting on the floor. It was the kite. I’ve never been able to get an explanation, it was definitely Republican prisoners. I’ve heard that it might have been the Official IRA sending messages out. I don’t know whether that’s true or not. It would be interesting to find out what that was all about because it wasn’t just one kite—there was a number of them, made from white bed sheets.
* The author of the statement grew up as a child in a housing estate very close to Long Kesh/Maze. Years later, as an adult, he eventually got arrested and became an inmate of this prison. His experience as a prisoner is described in “Reflection.”
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Krenn & O’Beirn, Visit Diary, 1996 to 2000, 2018

Photographic print of artefact 

Description: Spiral-bound, lined notebook with timed and dated visits to the prison.

Dimensions: 42 cm x 59.4 cm

Testimony and artefact courtesy of Simon Bridge, former member of the Board of Visitors.

This is my personal log book, which I found useful to record each time I was in the prison; who I’d seen, what we’d done, so I could refer as a reminder for the future. I’ve got brief notes of all the visits that I’d made and then at the back of the book I’d actually put one line for each visit with the exact time, what it was for and the mileage as a basis of which I could then complete the travel claims.
Staff never went into the wings, except when they went in bulk to search, whereas in normal prisons staff would have walked up and down the wings when prisoners are shut in their cells. Here they left prisoners to free range the wings. We as visitors walked into the wings, but the staff didn’t.
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Krenn & O’Beirn, Thankfully Never Used, 1976 to 2000, 2018

Photographic print of artefact 

Description: Stainless steel whistle on a chain with buttonhole clasp. “Made in England” embossed on whistle barrel. 

Dimensions: 42 cm x 59.4 cm

Testimony and artefact courtesy of Phil Holland, former prison officer.

The only thing that I kept of my own, that I thought worthy of keeping, was my prison service issue alert whistle. I don’t know why I kept it, but it’s just been there. I’ve had that from when I first joined in 1976. It was something that was part of my uniform. It was like an adornment between the two breast pockets.
You would have used it if needed, and if you’d had time to do so. If there was any trouble you knew to call for help because a lot of the time in the prison you were on your own. You could have been quite isolated at times. You used to only hope that you never needed to use it.

