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Abstract: The essay examines the physical space of the Medias synagogue complex (house, garden courtyard, synagogue, Jewish school, former mikvah) through the lens of liminality defined here as “captur[ing] in-between situations and conditions characterized by the dislocation of established structures, the reversal of hierarchies, and uncertainty about the continuity of tradition and future outcomes.”[footnoteRef:1] It also looks at the role of liminality over the course of the Jewish community’s history as well as the fundamentally liminal state of cultural activities taking place in these “Jewish spaces” since 2014. What role can or do marginal communities (now absent) and their parallel marginal (now quasi-abandoned) spaces play in the cultural life of remaining communities today? How are these liminal spaces understood by the greater population when the marginalized population group is absent? How do these “peripheral spaces” compare to “central spaces” created by more powerful groups, in this case the Transylvanian Saxons, also an absent population today but with far more visibility in the urban context? What are the limits of asserting that the “margin becomes […] the pure site of radicality, creativity, and intellectual empowerment”[footnoteRef:2]? What advantages and disadvantages arise when embracing and emphasizing the marginal and liminal nature of heritage through focusing on absence, loss, the unknown, the ephemeral?  [1:  Horvath, Thomassen, Wydra. “Liminality and the Search for Boundaries.” In Breaking Boundaries: Varieties of Liminality. Berghahn Books, 2015. P. 2. ]  [2:  Gilman, Sander L. “Introduction: The Frontier as a Model for Jewish History.” In Jewries at the Frontier: Accommodation, Identity, Conflict. Eds. Sander L. Gilman and Milton Shain. University of Illinois Press, 1999. P. 5. ] 
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